
Volume III, Lesson 1, January 2026 

Capitol Commission state ministers are pastor-missionaries who in session teach weekly verse-by-verse Bible studies for all those in 

our state capitols. The Bible studies are hand distributed to each legislative office, are available online at capitolcom.org, and shared 

across the Capitol Commission community. This ministry is an extension of the church seeking to proclaim the gospel message and 

help believers mature through Biblical expositional instruction. Prayer is foundational to this ministry, consistent with proper 

submission to governmental authority (Rom 13:1-7) and obedient to the command to pray for our appointed leaders (1 Tim 2:1-4).  

Our desire is to witness God’s work in transforming hearts. 
Capitol Commission is a non-political and non-lobbying 501(c)(3). 

 

Luke 7:24-50 – Jesus Explains John’s Ministry and Is Anointed 

 

 We pick up the gospel of Luke where we left off last spring at the end of the 2025 legislative session, 

with the disciples of John the Baptist asking whether Jesus was indeed the coming Messiah (Anointed One). 

Jesus had pointed to His many healing miracles as His badge of authority, and then addressed the crowds 

about John after his followers had departed: Read Luke 7:24-35. Teaching the crowd, Jesus noted that John 

taught “in the wilderness”, which is to say, outside the city of Jerusalem, the religious center of Judaism. When 

you read this language, it points back to the wilderness wanderings of the Israelites. To be outside the camp in 

that context was to not be included in the community. Jesus notes John was no reed in the wind or one who 

wore fine, soft clothing. He was a rugged, strong individual, in the spirit of Elijah (Luke 1:17, Matthew 11:14, 

17:12). What He tells them about John is revolutionary: Quoting from Malachi 3:1, Jesus identifies that that 

prophecy was about John, who was a prophet indeed—in fact, John was the last of the Old Testament 

prophets! Further, no one on earth was greater than John because of his obedience—yet, the least in the 

kingdom of God is greater! Why? Christ’s obedience (the cross) covers us and John did not live to see that. 

There are two types of responses to the gospel of Jesus. He just gave great news that His kingdom operates on 

different principles than they had been taught, on grace not on works. The regular folks (including the dreaded 

tax collectors) rejoice at this, because they had believed John’s message of repentance and were ready to 
accept Jesus’ message of the kingdom. The religious leaders, however, reject God’s purpose for them and 

refuse to repent of their sins. Is that not a most ominous statement? By rejecting John, they reject God. 

Continuing His remarks, Jesus compares that generation to fickle children, calling the tune to dictate how 

John, then Jesus, should comport themselves—when they expected a dance from John they did not get one 

(instead they got warnings); when they called for a lament, Jesus and His disciples celebrated. John, living 

under a lifelong Nazarite vow, drank no wine and ate honey and locusts (vs 33). Jesus participated in the 

culture, even creating wine for a wedding feast, and sitting with “sinners” (vs 34). Neither man met the 

crowd’s expectations because they followed the divine plan of God instead of popularity. 

“Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But 

he who is forgiven little, loves little.”   -- Jesus, Luke 7:47 
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The narrative continues with Jesus receiving an invite to Simon the Pharisee’s home. This seems an honor but 

we will see the host was not especially honoring of His guest. Read Luke 7:36-50.  

The Pharisees were a sect of Judaism which developed in opposition to the Hellenic (Greek) cultural influences 

during the four centuries of silence, when God sent no prophets to Israel. This is also referred to as the inter-

testamental period, between the prophecy to Malachi until miracle births of John and Jesus break the silence 

of heaven. The Pharisees were very strict on the points of the law in order to maintain clean and pure lives. 

(The other party was the Sadducees, who tended to be the priests while Pharisees were typically scribes and 

lawyers.) Pharisees generally sought to please God by obeying the Law as given to Moses, and the traditions 

they layered on top over time. They tended to be very legalistic, so when Jesus came along—an unschooled, 

itinerant preacher from Galilee (up north, not Judea in the south)—they developed serious issues with how He 

taught and observed the Law.  And also with His growing popularity with the common folks. 

Jesus graciously accepts the invitation and reclines at the table, as was customary. Suddenly an unnamed 

woman from that town with a bad reputation interrupts the gathering (Luke notes she is a sinner three times, 

vss 37, 39, 47!). However, the scene she makes is not angry but one of penitent weeping. We are not told if 

this is her first encounter with Jesus, but what occurs is true worship. She cleans His feet with her tears and 

long hair, then anoints His feet with perfume. She humiliates herself, but the aroma filled the room. 

The host, likely extremely embarrassed that this particular person even entered his house, says to himself that 

if Jesus really was a prophet He surely would not let such a sinful woman touch Him. Pharisees were very 

much separatists from the common people for maintaining the appearance of religious cleanliness. Although 

not directed to Jesus, and likely only thought by Simon, Jesus replies to him anyway. Instead of just shaming 

Simon for his supposed superiority, Jesus relates a short parable (vss 40-43) showing how much one is forgiven 

directly relates to how much they love. Then we find out what a poor host Simon was: He provided no water 

for Jesus to wash His dusty feet, he neglected to give Jesus a welcoming kiss, and Simon did not share olive oil 

for Jesus’ head! The implication seems to be that Simon invited Jesus but with an underlying disdain and/or 

distrust of him. By strong contrast, this sinful woman humbly bowed to wash, kiss, and anoint Jesus’ feet. 

Amazingly, Jesus turns and forgives the woman. This is done on the basis of how much she loved Jesus. The 

fact she did these actions is NOT what saves her; rather, it is her understanding of who He is, the Holy Son of 

God which broke her pride and exhibited her willingness to act as the lowest of servants (which Jesus will 

demonstrate Himself when He washes the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper).  

The contrast here is as huge as what we saw in verse 30: She was forgiven much and so loved much; Simon 

has not seen his need for repentance and so did not even show Jesus standard hospitality. Additionally, the 

Pharisee’s concept of what is clean or unclean is again upended. Jesus was not subject to the same rules for 

maintaining cleanliness as the Levitical priests, as we saw earlier in the chapter when he touched the coffin (vs 

14). Lastly, don’t miss how Jesus exercised power over sickness, death, and sin in this chapter! 

Questions To Ponder Further:  In what ways are we like the Pharisees? 

Have you ever been at the same low point as the woman in the text, 

ready to pour yourself out to Jesus? How do you see yourself, as 

forgiven and thus loving of Christ, or do you still need that forgiveness? 

The path to God is reserved for the humble (Psalm 18:27). 
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