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Capitol Commission state ministers are pastor-missionaries who in session teach weekly verse-by-verse Bible studies for all those 

working in state capitols. The Bible studies are hand distributed to each legislative office, available by email, and shared across the 

Capitol Commission community. This ministry is an extension of the church seeking to proclaim the gospel message and help 

believers mature through Biblical expositional instruction. Prayer is foundational to this ministry, consistent with proper submission 

to governmental authority (Romans 13:1-7) and obedient to the command to pray for our appointed leaders (1 Timothy 2:1-4).  

Our desire is to witness God’s work in transforming hearts.  Capitol Commission is a non-political and non-lobbying 501(c)(3). 

 

2025 Bible Study – Out-of-Session 

 As December draws 2025 to a close and we prepare for Christmas, we have reached our last lesson in 

our study on Who God Is. We have looked at God’s essential attributes that defined what He is (sovereign, 

simple, incorporeal, stable, invisible, impassible, immutable, no beginning, uncreatedness, unbegottenness, 

imperishability, immortality, eternity, infinity, incomprehensibility, omnipresence, omnipotence, and 

omniscience—that is a lot!), then we examined His relational attributes, which He shares in part with us in a 

new creation relationship in Christ. We looked at the personal and rational aspects of how He chose to relate 

to us. Now, we conclude our study looking at those attributes He desires to develop in us through the ongoing 

process of sanctification.   (NOTE: If you need to catch up with any lesson you can find it here:  

https://capitolcom.org/bible-studies/alabama/). 

LESSON 7. Relational Attributes of God as We Perceive Him 

We established in Lesson 6 that God sought us to have relationship with Himself and gave us rational 

minds and wills to allow us to begin to perceive Him. Let’s look at those attributes He now expects to develop 
in us in increasing measure: Holiness, righteousness, and goodness.  

 God’s Holiness. At first we may be tempted to say, “Only God is 
holy!” It is very much true that God is not just holy but as Isaiah witnessed in 
his vision, He is “holy, holy, holy”. Holy means “separated” in its most basic 

definition. God established this very early on when He revealed Himself to 

Moses at the burning bush, warning him, “Do not draw near this place. Take 

your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” 

(Exodus 3:5). God’s self-introduction is be careful, there is a great separation 

between you and I, you could perish! As we know, after leading the Israelites out of servitude God gave the 

Levitical law to Moses, establishing exactly how these people could live with God’s presence without being 

consumed. Even today, we need to keep a reverence about the Lord that is not too comfortable in His 

presence. We still battle sinfulness and should take care not to be presumptuous of God’s graciousness. 
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And one called to another and 

said, “Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD of hosts; the whole earth 

is full of his glory!” 

Isaiah 6:2 
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 Here now is the amazing part. Only God is holy (1 Samuel 2:2) but we are called to be holy as God is! (1 

Peter 1:16). Dr MacArthur succinctly put it as, “He is being, we are becoming.” The process of making us holy  

(known as sanctification) encompasses God’s desire, to make His children holy as well. We only achieve it at 

the end of this mortal life, as we enter into glory and eternal life with Him. 

 God’s Righteousness. In the Bible, God’s righteousness is synonymous with justice. A right spirit 

creates right actions. But who defines what is “right”? Only God! In our human minds and experiences, we 

may question God’s actions or judgments. In fact, Prof Bray states, God’s “wrath is an expression of His 

righteousness” (see Romans 9 for Paul’s examination of that; A. W. Pink’s book devotes a whole chapter to 

this subject).  We expect there will be true justice in the end since God claims vengeance as His action, not 

ours. Only his vengeance is fully informed and righteously executed. 

 2 Corinthians 5:21 states, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him.” God’s desire is our holiness and our righteousness, which are only found by 

being in Christ. To be “in Christ” means to be surrendered to Him and accepting of His payment for our 

sinfulness, once for all, on the cross. His self-sacrifice atones for our sins by the spilling of His own blood and 

grants us the very righteousness of God. Theologically, this is the imputation of righteousness to us. 

 God’s Goodness. Throughout the Old Testament, God’s goodness is captured by the Hebrew word, 

hesed, which is often translated “lovingkindness”. It is how God expresses His love for us and it is not just an 

emotion but an action. We just mentioned above the sacrifice of His only Son on our behalf; this is indeed the 

high-water mark of goodness for us. And He is not finished with showing us His hesed. 

The opposite of “goodness” is evil. We, who are born evil and in rebellion against God’s rule, are 

redeemed and made righteous, as noted above. Then we are called to good works to demonstrate our new 

position in Christ. Our good works are simply obedience to God, as loyal servants. If it was just that easy! 

Applications to Us. 

1. It is good to be reminded that we are not God, or gods. However, God extends these attributes to us. 

Your daily walk with Him should bring you into a holier, more righteous, and more good state of being. 

In other words, more like the example of Jesus Christ! 

2. We will often hear, especially after a large catastrophe, people question God’s goodness. Or they will 

read the Bible and ask how can a loving God be wrathful? We need to remember that God defines 

“right” and proved His goodness at the cross, and in every new day. Jesus is the remedy! Thus, these 

questions give an opportunity to share the gospel (good news) of Jesus! 

Study Conclusion. We covered a lot of ground regarding who God is through these 7 lessons. My goal was to 

expand your thinking on the magnitude and grandeur of our Creator, but to also personalize His presence. 

Resist thinking that God is powerful but aloof; embrace the fact He entered into His own creation in order to 

save it. Then, after redeeming us, He loved us by adopting us into His family and beginning making us more 

like Him. If this description of redemption and sanctification do not apply to you, then you need Christ! Bend 

your knee to His sovereignty and accept His offer to save you, as He did for me. All are welcome at the foot of 

the cross.         Merry Christmas to you and yours from Capitol Commission! 
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