Hebrews 11 details the works of Old Testament saints who demonstrated that faith pleases God and
that He rewards those who seek Him. Faith in God enabled a multitude of believers to honor Him in
their daily life. Hebrews 11 proves that when a person trusts God, he or she acts upon his revealed
Word.

Works are not combined with faith in order to accomplish salvation. Hebrews 11 does reveal that
works are the inevitable and necessary consequence of a faith that is more than mere intellectual
assent, in the same manner as the visible fruit of a tree demonstrates that there is life within it (cf.
Matt 7:16; 12:33; Luke 6:44; Jas 2:14-20).

Matthew 7:16; 12:33 — “You will know them by their fruits. . . . “Either make the tree
good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by
its fruit.

Luke 6:44 — “For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from
thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush.

The faith that a follower of Christ is called to emulate is not only a general confidence in God and his
revealed Word, but also a specific trust in the components of biblical hope. Faith is confidence in God’s
Word, and leads to obedience to his revealed will in Scripture. Genuine faith is based upon what God
has revealed in the Bible, and is proved by one’s works (actions). People, with faith in God, labor for
Him; and, the Lord God expresses loving kindness toward them.

Faith is not a luxury; rather, it is indispensable. Moreover, as Hebrews 11:4-38 reveal, faith is not only
essential for those who lead, but also is necessary for common people. Faith is expressed when
worshiping (v. 4), working (v. 7), obeying (vv. 8-9), waiting (vv. 10-12), and conquering (vv. 30-34). Faith
is necessary in all aspects of life because “whatever is not from faith is sin” (Rom 14:23).

e Faith allows believers to have a more meaningful relationship with God (vv. 5-6; Gen 5:22-24).
Even in the midst of terrible wickedness, Enoch demonstrated his faith by living a life pleasing
to God.

e Faith allows believers to foresee danger and devastation (Heb 11:7; Gen 6:8—9:17; cf. Matt
24:36-42; 2 Pet 2:5). Noah saved his family, while others regarded God’s warning with
contempt.

e Faith allows believers to obey God, even when the journey is not known and when victory in a
given circumstance appears impossible (Heb 11:8-12; Gen 12:1-3; 17:1-22; 18:10-15; 21:5-7).

e Faith allows believers to endure, even when the promise is not fulfilled immediately (Heb
11:13-16). Trust in God never disappoints!



o Faith allows believers to sacrifice what appears to be the only means for receiving God'’s
promise (Heb 11:17-19).

e Faith allows believers to recognize the blessing of God, and in being blessed by the Lord is able
to be a blessing to others (Heb 11:20-21; Gen 27:1-40; 48:12-20; 50:24-25). Ordinary people
who trust God can achieve the extraordinary!

e Faith allows believers to be dependent upon God in circumstances beyond one’s control (Heb
11:23; Exod 2:1-4).

e Faith allows believers to surmount obstacles and perils (Heb 11:29-31; Exod 14:10-31; Josh 2:1-
21; 6:1-27). Trusting God allows ordinary people to endure many challenges in life and to win
the favor of God for such faith (Heb 11:32-38).

The message is to trust God for his faithfulness and reliability. One can believe his Word and act upon
God's promises because the Lord's character is trustworthy. God rewards those who seek Him wholly.
Therefore, live your life based upon God'’s promise and trust Him for the victory.
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