A HUMBLE GOD = CAPITOL
April 24, 2024 ®COMMISSION

Arizona State Ministry

Theinitial verses of Scripture unveil aworld created by God, aream that continues to captivate
our imaginations and stir our deepest longings. In those pristine moments, as humanity explored and
cultivated the divine Garden, God, the Creator, walked alongside them, taking evident joy in the
perfection of their habitat. This unique relationship was marked by a sublime connection, where the
Supreme Being reveled in the delight experienced by the first man and woman, despite lacking any
tangible offering from them.

However, the idyllic narrative took an incredibly tragic turn, as Scripture unfolds the story of
humanity’ s failure to appreciate the Creator’ s gifts. Instead of heeding divine instruction, the first humans
succumbed to pride, aspiring to be equals with God. In response to their disobedience, and yet motivated
by love and kindness, God expelled them from the perfect Garden, preventing them from partaking of the
tree of lifeand living eternally in sin.

Though humanity had forfeited their standing before God and deserved condemnation, God' s love
for Hisfallen creation prevailed. In an extraordinary act of grace and mercy, He embarked on amission to
reclaim and purify what He had made. Despite the breach caused by sin, God’ s desire for arelationship
persisted. The unfolding narrative in Scripture reveals aloving God, rich in mercy and grace, consistently
descending to the level of humanity throughout history, seeking to be known by them.

The concept of God' s willingness to lower Himself to humanity’ slevel is aprofound and awe-
inspiring aspect of the Judeo-Christian faith. Throughout the Bible, we encounter instances where God, in
His infinite love, stoops down to connect with His creation. This divine descent is a testament to the depth
of God’s compassion, revealing a God who desires an intimate relationship with His people. Aswe
explore this theme, we will draw upon various scriptural references, with afocus on Genesis 18:17, the
book of Job, and other passages that illuminate the remarkable humility of God.

The narrative in Genesis 18:17 captures amoment of divine intimacy between God and Abraham.
Asthe Lord contemplates whether to hide His plans from Abraham, He says, “ Shall | hide from Abraham
what | am about to do?” Thisrhetorical question sets the stage for a unique interaction, where God
chooses to reveal Hisintentions to Abraham. This reveals not only God'’ s transparency but also His desire
for arelationship characterized by openness and trust.

God' s decision to share His plans with Abraham is an early example of God lowering Himself to
the level of humanity to establish a personal connection. It showcases a God who values communication
and partnership with His creation. In the subsequent verses, we witness Abraham boldly interceding for
the righteous in Sodom, illustrating the transformative power of arelationship with the Almighty.

The book of Job is a profound exploration of human suffering and the mystery of God's
sovereignty. Job, arighteous man, experiences unimaginable loss and pain, leading him to question the



nature of God' s justice. In response to Job’sinquiries, God chooses not to remain distant or silent but
engages in a dialogue with Job.

Job 38:1-3 sets the stage for God' s response: “ Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind
and said: ‘Who isthisthat darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Dress for action like aman; |
will question you, and you make it known to me.” God’s decision to answer Job’s questions reveals a
humility that is willing to engage with human inquiries.

Throughout the subsequent chapters, God invites Job to contemplate the vastness of creation, the
intricacies of nature, and the mysteries beyond human comprehension. This divine discourse serves as a
humbling experience for Job, as he realizes the limitations of his understanding in comparison to the
wisdom of God.

The willingness of God to enter into a conversation with Job demonstrates His humility in
addressing human concerns and doubts. God does not shy away from engaging with the struggles of His
creation but rather invites them into a deeper understanding of His ways. In doing so, God lowers Himself
to the level of humanity, acknowledging the need for a compassionate response to human suffering and
confusion.

The pinnacle of God’ s willingness to lower Himself to humanity’slevel is manifested in the
Incarnation — the divine act of God becoming flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. The Gospel of John
eloquently captures this profound truth: “ And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

The Incarnation is the ultimate demonstration of God’ s humility, as the eternal and omnipotent
Creator takes on the limitations and vulnerabilities of human existence. Philippians 2:6-8 beautifully
articulates this divine descent: “who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of dezath,
even death on a cross.”

Jesus, the Son of God, willingly laid aside the privileges of divinity to identify with the human
experience fully. He faced the joys and sorrows, temptations, and struggles of human life. The Incarnation
serves as a powerful expression of God’ s love and solidarity with humanity, emphasizing the accessibility
of God to His creation.

Jesus' earthly ministry further exemplifies God’ s humility in reaching out to the marginalized,
sinners, and those society deemed unworthy. He dined with tax collectors (Matthew 9:10), touched the
untouchable (Matthew 8:2-3), and demonstrated compassion to the outcasts. In doing so, Jesus model ed
the essence of God’ s willingness to lower Himself to humanity’s level, extending grace and salvation to
all.

In conclusion, the theme of God’ s willingness to lower Himself to humanity’ s level iswoven
throughout the tapestry of Scripture, revealing a God who actively seeks an intimate relationship with His
creation. The dialogue between God and Abraham in Genesis 18:17, the divine discourse in the book of
Job, and the ultimate act of humility in the Incarnation all underscore God’ s desire to connect with
humanity on a personal level.



This divine descent challenges our preconceived notions of a distant and unapproachable deity.
Instead, it invites us to embrace a God who willingly engages with our questions, concerns, and
sufferings. The humility of God, exemplified through these scriptural references, beckons us into a deeper
relationship marked by transparency, trust, and mutual understanding.

As we reflect on the profound truths revealed in Scripture, may we be inspired to approach God
with confidence, knowing that He has already taken the initiative to lower Himself to our level. In
response, may our hearts be filled with gratitude and awe for the God who not only created us
but chose to walk alongside us, sharing in the joys and challenges of our human existence.



